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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, PFOR, TD, VE 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN -TRINIDADIAN FISHING DISPUTE 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 2386 

1 . ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL POLICY AT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY TOLD EMBOFF AUGUST 18 THAT VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR 
MARQUEZ GARCIA'S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT IS OVERLY 
OPTIMISTIC CONCERNING GOV TIME-TABLE FOR FISHING ACCORD. 
FORMIN OFFICIAL SAID THAT SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN 
MADE ALONG LINES DESCRIBED BY DEAN AZIZ IN REFTEL BUT THAT 
NO DATE, AND CERTAINLY NOT ONE IN VERY NEAR FUTURE HAS BEEN 
SET FOR SIGNING ACCORD. 

2. COMMENT: OFFICIAL IMPLIED THAT TWO GOVERNMENTS 

ARE QUITE CLOSE ON SUBSTANCE OF AGREEMENT, BUT THAT NO FINAL 
DRAFT HAS YET BEEN TABLED. FROM HIS COMMENTS, WE GATHER 
THAT GOV HAS NO MAJOR OBJECTIONS TO THIS AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, 
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THE WHEELS OFTEN GRIND SLOWLY IN THE VENEZUELAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, SO THAT IT COULD IDEED BE SOME TIME BEFORE 
ACCORD SEE LIGHT OF DAY. 
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